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GEN. MILES RETICENT
Does Rot Intimate What Steps He

Will Take, if Any,

UNAUTHORIZED STATEMENTS

Within His Rights to Ask for a

Court of. Inquiry.

THE RETIREMENT QUESTION
0

Lieut. Gen. 'Miles returned to the city last
evening from New York. where he went to
attend the annual dinner of the New Eng-
land Socity. In order to avoid further con-

troversy 41n the subject. the general declines
to mak. any comment in regard to the rep-
rimin3 given him by the Secretary of War.
by dire-tin of the Presilnt. for his publie
comments in the report of th.: Sh:Ilf-y court
of inquiry. Nor would h.: so much as even
Intimate what further stis, i. any, i.
would tako in the matt, r. Pis m:mnn.r.
ho)w, ver, sh.w-:d eiearly that felt ke nly
the stigma cast upon his re-.rd by the e-

vere rebuik. adm. inisteri d by dir tin of
the Presidiit. Aboiut all he w!udi say on

the subjtet was that the published state-
ment thit h- wo::l ask for a coirt of in-
quiry to invstig ite the matter wac unau-

thorizEd.
Court of Inqairy.

It was stated at the War I partmtn t t:at
it was charly within the rights of an cf-
flcer to ask f-or a court if inqguiry to clear
his recrd of what he r gardald as unjust
charges. but that such applicatin rnight
properly be rejected by the Presineat with-
kI his discreti,,n. The right of rt j-etion in
st eb cases is rare ly. if ever. exercisei. how-
ever. exc' pt ti indicate that the authoritlis
do r.ot c :sire r th. case of sameii- nt grav-
ity or importarce ti justify )ti'wa1 invtsti-
gation. In the words f An officer of the
judge advocate genirals department, *the
denial of an applicat.n for a caurt of in-
quir)y is "quiv ae nt to an oflic al declara-
tion of the ,ffiet r's exneration tf the
charges in question."

The Hetirenent Question.
The imrlirssin is gnral in military cir-

cles that if (en. Miib s should attempt to
make an issue with the Presiolnt in this
matter lie would be compuilsorily retired
under the satt' autho!rizing such action
in the case of an onther over sixty-two
years Of n. ami that anothr gen-ral of-
ficer, either Gt n. Itro kk. Gen. Itis. Gen.
Young, Gin. Mae.trthur or 1en. Corbin. all
of whom an- ,elde. wiuld be plc.l in
corimand of th arny. (;,ns. 1;roe and
Otis are n,-r retir-mI-nt on aoentof aE,
so that in th. ev.-!n of a %aoiincy the s, 1 e-
tion would p: haly f;Ll al-on u1ne of the
other offie, !- nami.

GOING TO PORT OF SPAIN.

The Prairie Will Proceed to tihe
Inland ot Trinidad.

The Navy Departme nt received a tele-
gram. this morning announcing that the
training ship Prairie would leave Tomp-
kinsville at daylight for Hampton Roads,
whence she will proceed direct to Port of
Spain. on Trinidad Island. just off the
north coast of Venezuela.
The epatm-nt was also informed of the

arrival of the collier Ajax at Cavite, the
'Yankt in at Cienfuegos and the Topeka at
Port Royal.

FEW U1HITE HOUSE CALLERS.

No Word Has Been Received From
Governor Shaw.

It was a closed season at the White House
today-all office hunters barred. There was

no poaching on the executive pr'emises, for
even the secretary's office was posted.
The President spent the greater part of

the day with his family and a few friends
wh5 caliei In the forenoon, including Sena-
tor and1 Mr. Lodge and Secretary and Mrs.
Root. There were no official visitors. and
the place wore a distinct air of iiuiet and se-
clusion.
Unofficially, it was learned that Guv. Shaw,

who is being ernsidered in connection with
the office of Secretary of the Trea'ury. had
not maie cotmmunica:lon up-n the subject.
Gov. Shaw is expected in Washington some
time tomorrow. and the decisin wIll prob-
ably be reaclid after he has had a onfer-
ence with th.' Presit-nt.
A 'arge portian of the clerical force was

excused for the day. The Prtside nt put
In much if the time in the resid!ence part
of the balding. giving his principal atten-
tion to the childre-n of the housthold, who
were the recipients of many presents, both
from their parrnts and from othbrs. The
straller members generally hung their
stockings up last night, and all found upon
awaking at an early hour that "'Santa
Claus" hail been astir ahead of thm and
had le ft liberal contributions. L~ater in the
day all assembled in the family room, where
the gieneral exchange of presents occurred
and whe re a jol'.y hour was spent. The
family tinner will take place at 7::l0 to-
night at the residence of Commander
Cowles.

13MOVEM4ENTS AT NANTE~S.
Construetion of a Sewerage Systenm

Begun.
Consul Brlttain, at Nantes. has made a

report to the St-ate Department in regard
to the sewer system in Nantes. In which
he says:
"The improvement of the sanitary cond!-

tion of Nantes has been discussed by the
council and citizens for the past ten years.
At present. water Is taken from the River
Loire, along the banks of which are nlumer'-
Cus manufacturing establishments. Ac-
cording to a recently published report less
than half the city is properry sewered. The
sewage from many of the buildings passes
into cesspools, which are emptied from time
to time, but their contents contaminate the
subsoil. Some years ago a Marseilles com-
pany agreed to construct a system of sew-
ers throughout the city for $3,860.000, but
the offer was rejected as too expensive, and
the city council agreed to do the work,
which has been commenced. The main col-
lector will pass through the city along the
sight bank of the Loire, and its dimensions
will be M6. by 51.18 inches. There will be
four secondary collectors, 78.74 by 39.37
inches In diameter. The materials used in
construction will be stone and brick, laid in
cement. The combined length of the city
streets which should 6e sewered is about
sixty-two miles, and there are twenty-five
miles of old sewers. The city will soon In-
cdude within its limIts the suburbs of Dulon
and Chantenay, which will give i oulatlon of about 200,000."aPO

Reebeater Pfreme. Hurt.
ROCHESTER. N. Y., December 25.-The

large factory of the G. S. Graham Machine
Company was totally destroyed by fire
early today. Three 11tlrnen wee'- hurt by
falling walls, but nome of them fatally: The
Isme ta estimated at about $100,000.

5alluwe at 3t. Jeeeph, Me.
W-- JOSEPH, Mo., Duimes IL-The

~unClothIng Company, a grernmnent-eta egabab-a-- bas mad* as a
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THE CHRIST CHILD
Commemoration of the Baviour's

Birth in Bethlehem,

SERVICES IN THE LOCAL CHURCHES

Elaborate Programsof Music Feat-
ures of the Exercises.

LES-ON TAUGHT IN HOMES

Although the observance of Christmas in
this city is essentially centered in the home,
its significance as the greatest religious an-

niversary of the year is by no mean over-
looked. In the early hours of Christmas
morning the churches where midnight ser-
vices were held were filled with reverent
and devout congregations who saw with
their mental vision the marvelous specta-
cle which was witnessed In Bethlehem so
many ceinturies ago. This event so impor-
tant in the history of the human race and
yet so simpile in its surroundings, appealed
to the artistic imagination of men as well
as to their h arts and intellect, and the
story of the birth of Christ has furnished
the theme for the loftiest compositions of
the m.,st gifted musicians. In the churches
today where special services were held mu-
sie, both vocal and instrumental, tinder the
skiiled supervision of trained musicians
voiced the joy and the gladness of the fes-
tal occasion. Large numbers attended the
Catholic and Episcopal houses of worship,
both at the early and later services, and
the elaborate programs of music specially
ptepared for each, as already noted in The
Star, were sung with the true devotional
spirit which is characteristic of the best
church ruIsic.
In the Lutheran churches the services of

the day were marked by the rendition of
the proluctions of noted composers. In
such' churches of other denominations
which were not open today the services
last Surday were. as a rule, animated by
the spirit of the anniversary.
Apart from the religious observance, the

celebratien, as stated, was largely centered
in the home, where the reunion of families
took place. and where there was a pleas-
ant interclharige of joyous greetings and
seasonablee gifts. In many respects it was
a day for the children, beginning with the
surprises of the Christmas stocking -and
the delirhts of the tree, followed by a day
devoted to the receipt of gifts and an
ahundance of sweetmeats.
From the wealth of sentiment which

comes from the reunion of family circles
arises the effbrt which has assumed such
large proportons of attempting to bring
some masure (,f Christmas cheer to those
without homes and to those homes where
poverty and suffering are present. To the
latter were sint materials for a Christmas
dinner ard such help as was found to be
most reeIed. For those in institutions and
the (leta lied individuals apparently with-
out any farmily ties. human sympathy found
exprewsion in such form as to bring to
countless of the hungry, the desolate and
forlorn, some realization of the warmth and
the che-r of the joyous Christmas season.
The day was observed as a holiday and

husine ss places were closed, the employes,
wLari,d by the extra work which comes
with the rush of Christmas shopping re-
maining at home to enjoy the opportunity
for rest ar.d recreation.

Features of Church Programs.
Among the features of the Christmas day

services in the churches were these:
An elaborate musical program was ren-

dered by the choir of St. John's Church,
and Miss Anita Cluss played several selec-
tions on the harp.
The pastoral symphony from Handel's

"Messiah" was included in the musical
program at St. John's Church. Georgetown.
A choral celebration of the holy com-

munion was a feature of the services at
St. Luke's Church. The music was fur-
nished by an augmented choir.
A choir of twenty-four voices, with a

Quartet, gave an attractive program of
music at St. Thomas' Episcopal Church.
A full chorus choir at Trinity EpiscopalChurch rendered the special music whichhad been prepared for the occasion.
At St. Michael's and All Angels' P. E.

Church the music included the Gloria inExcelsis, old chant, and Bach's offertoryanthem, "There Were Shepherds Abidingin the Field."
A chorus of thirty voices, with a quartet,

sang the music at Epiphany EpiscopalChurch.
At St. Mark's Pro-Cathedral the sermon

at the 11 o'clock service was delivered bythe bishop.
There were early morning services at theLuther Place Memorial Church and at the

Keller Memorial Lutheran Church.
There were services also today at the

following Lutheran churches: St. Paul's, 11
o'clock; Memorial, 7 o'clock a.m.; Reforma-tion. 11 a.m.; Concordia, 11 a.m.; Zion's
IGermani, 11 a.m.; St. John's (German), 11
am.; West Washington. 6 a.m.; Church of
the Redeemer, 5 a.m.; Grace, 11 a.m.; St.
Mark's. 10 a.m.
An early morning prayer meeting was

held at Wesley Chapel M. E. Church. and
at 10 o'clock the serv!ces were under the
auspices of the Sunday school.
A service was held at the Church of the

Covenant this morning, when the pastor,Rev. Dr. HamlIn, delivered the sermon.
There were appropriate services also in
many other churches throughout the Dis-
trict.

Among Catholie Churcee.
By special permission of the cardinal the

services at the Church of the Sacred Heart.
began with high mass at midnight, the con-
gregation which assembled on the occasion
being one of the largest in the brief history
of the parish. All the several features of
this unusual service were attractive, the
music being especially fine. A particular
interest centered on the mnes however,
because of the display to the congregation.for the first time of a number of handsome
gifts made to the church during the past
month. These gifts included an ornate and
gorgeous set of vestments-chasuble, del-
matics and benediction veil-mae of whit.moire silk and lavishly embroklered in gold
with figure. of passio fiowers, ross and
foliage, the offering of Mr. and Mrs. GeorgeMay. A throne for the blessed sacrament
was presepted by an unnamed member of
the parish: stations of the cross, In figure
were given by Mrs. Shean; two parishionerJpresented statues of the Blessed Virgin and
St. Joseph; Mrs. Johin F. Ellis contriuteda sanctuary lamp, Mrs. Anna Russell gave
a triple gong, and a baptisma! font was
presented by Mr's. William Frank Thyson.Prof. L. E. .Gannon, director of the choir.
and Prof. Erik Rather, the organist, were
assisted by an orchestra and many mem-
bers of the ghoir of St. Stephen's Church.
The mass was Gounod's celebrated "Masq
of the Sacred Heart," and was beautifullytendered. Other musical numbers were in-,terpolated ad follows: An old Portuguesehymn pertorjed as a cornet solo; "AdestsFidelia," wihan organ and orchestral ac-
companiment, arranged by Novello; .Webb'uanthem,.- "Glory to God;" "Holy Night,"
as a processional; Diabelli's "Gaudeamnus,"
and a quartet pumber by Prof. Gannonic9.Iled "Veni Creator." The solos were persformed by Meslarmes Rosa Peunybacker
and E. Goldsboro soprasos.Mam Margaret OBrien and Whitte-
more, altos; Mesr. Ed- 7. Mc~uade. tansArthur Giles and L. E. Gaimeam baes.
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A4 e n rA~BAHELOS CHRSTMA

emn procession through the grotto of Beth-
lehem to the image of the infant Jesus in
the manger, the Franciscan monks of
Brookland ushered in Christmas day. From
.10 o'clock at night onward a throng of wor-

shipers streamed from the car line termi-
nus in the village to the monastery on the
hill, and when the Christmas eve service
began at 11 o'clock there were assembled to
celebrate the festival with the monks a con-

gregation that crowded the chapel to the
doors.
The concomitants of the services in the

monastery were unusually impressive. Low
light in the chapel and a wealth of candles
on the altar heightened decidedly the ec-
cleslastical and mediaeval character of the
architecture. burst of light in the chan-
cel emphasized the beauty of banks of flow-
ers piled high at each side.
The music of the service and the high

mass which followed at midnight was per-
formed by a choir of fifty well-trained male
voices. But It was the procession to the
grotto which awoke most vividly the fancy
of the laymen assembled to welcome -'hrist-
mas day as it was welcomed by '4'ronks
of 400 years ago. When the high mass
ended, Fa4her Leonard, the -sup'-ior, ,oid
the brown-habited monks of the cloistl rs,
led a long procession of worshipers abut
the narrow corridors, lit with flickerng
candles, until they came upon the grotto
of Bethlehem from the east. This groLto
is in the center of the building gnd itself
centers on a reproduction of the manger in
which the shepherds found Jesus o

-

za-
reth. Last night the representation of the
Nativity was set upon a high altar with
the mother and father leaning over the
child and an arch of lighted candles over
and back of the sacred group. Beyond the
altar were three evergreen trees arranged
to reflect the figures of the nativity and
two trees in each corner of the grotto. The
seats set up in the corrigors at the east,
south and west of the grotto, accommodat-
ed about 500 persons. When as many as
possible had been stationed within sight of
the altar, Father Leonard and the choir
took position in the east end of the grotto
and a low mass was said. For over an hour
this gathering worshiped under the low
arches of the Grotto of Bethlehem, assem-
bled reverently before a representation of
the first Christmas and led by the stirdy
voices of half a hundred resolute, rough-
gowned friars.

Program at St. Aloymius.
A mass never before sung in America

marked the Christmas services at St. Aloy-
sius Church this morning. It was a com-
position by Emilio Pizzi, a classmate of
Mascagni, and it embodied the rich orches-
tra1 and choral effects characteristic of the
new Italian school. It was performed with
the aid of a full orchestra and was heard
by Cardinal Martinelli, who had previously
conducted the early morning mass. The
music of the early service included Gounod's
"St. Cecelia," and was also rendered by the
full church choir and an orchestra. Those
who figured prominently in the musical of-
ferings of the day were: S. J. Kubel, direc-
tor; Dr. Anton Gloetaner, organist; Mrs.
Blanche Mittingly Rogers, soprano; Mrs.
Margaret Nolan Martin, contralto; Mr.
Charles E. Myers, tenor; Mr. James J.
Nolan, basso; Mr. Sol Minster, conductor of
the orchestra.

Another Ne* Composition.
Anothey new mass, "In Honor of Our

Lady of Good Counsel," composed by Victor
Mammeret of New York city, was sung at
St. Mary's Catholic Church during the eprly
mas, which was celebrated at 5 o'clock.
The choir included as sopranos; Mrs. Kitty
Thompson Berry, Miss Appolonia. Miller and
Miss EUa M. Soehnchei; as tenors, Messrs.
Aloysius S. Fennell and Lawrence J. Mills;
as bassos, Messrs. Frank A. Rebstock, J.
Frank White, Robert Paul and Henry P.
Werres. The children of the paroch!al
school sang the music for the 10 o'clock
mass. A third program of special musical
numbers will be rendered at the vesper
service.

St. Patriek's Chureh.
Each of the four masses celebrated at St.

Patrick's inbluded several exceptional musi.
cal rumbers. The regular' choir of the
church was -augmented by a consideralie
chorus, chosen. frqp vkrlous sources, and
includeA Mrs-Annie Grant Fugitt, oprano
Miss Upie Grant, contralto: Mr. Xelvie
Henyg -tenor; Mr. Qhares Goofhd,
basso; Mr. Hermann Raiemann.vlIn-prlz..

dplMr Arm*4 uinwodt. dbietor.
dE NaomiN oI all
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instance. Midnight mass was celebrated in
the Dahlgren Memorial Chapel at George-
town University, which was attended by
nearly all of the studenta and members ot
the faculty of the institution. A few out-
side persons were also present. Midnight
mass was also celebrated at: St. Ann's
Church, Tenleytown, Rev. J. C.*Iallon, the
pastor, being the celebrant. AA extra mu-
sical program was arranged for the occa-
sion.
Solemn high mass was celebrated at 5

o'clock this morning at Trinity Church.
The edifice was brilliantly illuminated, and
the chancel was decorated with palms and
potted plants. Rev. J. F. X. Mulvaney,S. J., was the celebrant, with several as-
sistants and the full number of altar boys.The sermon was delivered by Rtev. Father
Wood. Solemn high mass, with benedic-
tion of the blessed sacrament, was cele-
brated at 11 o'clock, the last service of the
day.
Rev. Frank H. Havenner conducted

prayer meeting this morning at 6:30 o'clock
at the Dumbarton Avenue M. E. Church.
Rev. Stanley Billheimer, pastor of the
West Washington Evangelical Lutheran
Church, held special services at his church
this morning at 6 o'clock.
Morning and holy communion service washeld at St. John's Church, corner of Po-

tomac and 0 streets. The vested choir
rendered a special and appropriate musical
program, under the direction of R. L. Mc-
All, A.B., the organist and choirmaster.
At Christ Episcopal Church services com-
memorative of the day were also held, with
a special musical program.The Christmas carols of' the. Sundayschool of St. John's Church were sungyesterday afternoon at 4 o'lock by the
children. At the concluslan. of tMe carols
the children proceeded to thqlectre room,where an Immense tree, prettily trimmed,
was the attraction. Gifts wore distributed
to every child, much to the, gratlficationand pleasure of all.
This evening at 6:30 o'clock the Sundayschool of the West Washington Evangeli-cal Lutheran Church will its Christ-

mas jollification. The paalr *ill havecharge of the program that will be ren-dered.

THE DISTINGUISHED SICK.
Gen. Alger and. Senator Sewej Ae

Both Imnproving.
DETROIT, Mich., Decembei 25.-Christ-

mas morning found Gen. R. . Alger rest-
ing comfortably after a vity good night.
The bulletin Issued by the p1[sidans reads:
"Gen. Alger passed a veoy good night,

obtaining several hours' sledp 74a has had
no disturbance of the stomach since yes-terday afternoon. His tegibe9ture this
morning is 99; pulse, 72.

'H. W. LONG AI., M. D."
"C. G. JENNI S, M. D.,

CAMDEN, N. J., Decem 2 -A slight
improvement In the cond of Senator
William J. Sewell was re hie4rths morn-
ing by his: physinian Ge ell rallied
fromp his weak epells of y and rest-
ed comfortably -last night

FIRE AT SRAVX ", 3,A.
The Furniture Estabhl M Jack-

man Brothers
NEW ORLEANO, Dece .-sIFre at

Shreveport, La.,: early tod tigred the
furniture establIihnkat et Bros.,
Involving a. loss of Io stek and

$16,000 on building.
The fire situation In Siscon-

sidered bad, and an We been
started In faor of and
improved fire apparatn £wance
companies have withr -Ae city,
pending an adjustmen The
losses in the past six ex-
ceptionally heavy.

YOUNG G1L uT

She Was In Caasday 0 qeer

DETROIT, December ttie Hoose, a
Axteen-ear-old girl. A 0 sntenta of
a bottle of strychtea glMir tday *hile
standing at a patrol haWI an anner
who had taken ber oa wminites beforie a ~ ~ na~e
She died a sbortmiai
espitL X

pletely burned six miles south of here justbefore midnight. Three persons were in-
jured, but no one killed. The baggage, ex-
press and mail cars were saved.
Injured: Jenks Clark, engineer; WilliamKevney. fireman; Joseph Henry, colored,internally.
The engine and one Pullman are all thatreinain, five cars having been destroyed.The engine is bottom-up in the ditch.

NATHANIEL McKAY GETS DIVORCE.
Well-Known Citizen of WashingtonSeparated Fromn Wife.
GUTHRIE, Okla., December 25.-Mr. Na-

thaniel McKay, owner of the Dewey Hotel
at Washington, D. C., obtained a divorce
here yesterday from his wife, Jennie Pope
McKay of New York city.
Inquiry made today at the Dewey Hotel

developed the fact that Mr. McKay is stillin Guthrie, Oklahoma, whither he wentabout a week ago to be present at the final
hearing of his petition for divorce againsthis wife. It was stated that he would not
return to Washington until after Ndw Year.It has been known for some years past, itis said, that Mr. and Mrs. McKay were
estranged, and that the latter has residedin New York, while her husband livedhere. Mr. McKay, aside from being the
proprietor of the Dewey Hotel, is wellknown in congressional circles. He is con-
stantly at the Capital. and acts in the ca-
pacity of attorney and adviser for many
persons in matters before Congress.The fact that the divorce has been
granted in Oklahoma 1vould indicate thatMr. McKay has declared that to be his le-
gal residence for several months past atthe least.

STEAMER BURNS AT WHARF.
Three Passengers Lose Their Lives in

Fire at Memnphis, Tenn.
MEMPHIS, Tenn., December 25.-The

stern-wheel steamer Sun, plying between
this port and Fulton, Tenn., burned to the
water's edge at 5 o'clock today at her
moorings at the wharf on the city front.
The boat arrived from Fulton about mid-
night last night with fifteen passengers, all
of whom were asleep on board when the
fire broke out. Of these three are known to
be lost, D. N. Rainey and wife of Old River,
Tenn., and Mrs. G. M. Tims of Richardson
Landing, Ark. Their charred remains have
been recovered from the wreck. The three-
months-old child of Mrs. Tims is missing.It Is believed that all the other persons onboard escaped. Tie fire originated in apile of seed cotton on the boiler deck, andprobably was started by a spark from thefurnace. The boat was valued at $10,000and was about half insured. The cargowas totally destroyed.

SAID HIS WIFE WAS UNTRUE.
John Bell's Excuse for Killing Her

in Brooklyn.
NEW YORK, December 25.-John Bell, a

carpenter, today shot and killed his wife in
the kitchen of their home in Brooklyn. He-
then hunted up a policeman and confessed
his crime, claiming that his wife, who hadrecently, returned from a visit to herparents in Scotland, had been untrue tohim

MRs. DENNIS' CONDITION.
No Change Sipee Yesterday, and

Mystery Dark as Ever.
Mrs. Ada Gilbert Dennis. the dressmaker

who was assaulted at *her bome,- on
street, fifteen days ago, was reborted by
the plysicians today as holding her own.
The doctors visited her as usual, And found
her. in the same condition that she was
yesterday.
Nothing ban yet beenssId by tie patientwhich will in any way assist the Idieo in

the Investightton of the mWtey aa8s0ound-
Ing her. hnse dti
Utl the ore 8s more decide& ige-

patimant. e to-mot ao
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ITALY'S CONTENTION
Seeking Protection of Her Citizens in

This Country.

TITS FEDR STITU ALTIRED

Views of the Italian Ambassador
Presented.

PUNISHMENT OF LYNCHERS

The Italian government has been renew-
ing its efforts of late with the authorities
in Washington to have our federal statutes
so extended as to protect foreigners in
cases arising within the jurisdiction of
states, thus giving a federal remedy for
lynchings, and like affrays directed against
Italians, such as have occurred in Louisi-
ana, Colorado and Mississippi. It is the
exchange of views in this connection which
recently brought on the discussion in the
Italian senate, when Baron Fava inter-
polated the Italian premier as to the pros-
pects of an adjustment. Immediately on
the arrival In this city of the new ambas-
sador, Signor Mayor Des Planches, he
took up this question, which had arisen in
connection with the lynching of sevral
Italian citizens at Erwin, Miss.

Guaranteed Protection.
In this connection Signor Mayor said to-

day: "Uzder the treaty which exists be-
tween Italy and the United States, the
citizens of each country are guaranteed
the fullest protection while residing in the
other country. In the case of Americans
residing in Italy they had exactly the
same rights, the same protection, the same
recourse to the courts that an Italian sub-ject enjoy.% The outy exception is in con-nection with political rights. In the caseof Italians residing in the United States,the treaty assures them the same rightsand protection given to American citizens.But unfortunately this expression of thetreaty so far as it relates to Italians inthis country. is somewhat theoretical, forunder the American system which limitsthe federal authority over states, the cen-tral government is not able to give ef-fect to the guarantee laid down by the
treaty. We fully recognize the difficultiesof this situation, which have been as ap-parent to the statesmen of this country asthey have to those of Italy. We havehoped this would bring about the enact-
ment of a law which would permit thefederal government to carry out the guar-antee of treaties. This would be a genuineremedy for affairs similar to those whichhave occurred in Louisiana and Mississippi,and would prevent the periodical agitation
over cases arising in the states. As these
cases arose, they would be assured ofattention under the federal authority withcareful regard for the execution (4 treatyobligations.

Indemnity Not the question.
"Since the recent lynchings at Erwin,

Miss., there has been more or less dis-
cussion of the payment of a money in-
demnity. But in the view of the Italian
government, the question of indemnity does
not enter Into the. case. There has been no
suggestion coming from us, much less ademand, for a cash indemnity to the gov-ernment. The Italian government does notseek blood money. To ask for a moneypayment would amount to placing a price
upon a corpse; it would be reckoning In
dollars and cents the value of the blood of
an Italian pubject. No, most assuredlythere is no such suggestion of recompenseccming from the Italian government. Atthe same time the families of 'the victims,who are the ones most directly affected,
are naturally willing to listen to sug-gestions of a monetary indemnity, andwhen these suggestions are voluntarilymade by the 'state or federal authorities,
we can do nothing more than be themedium for considering them In behalf of
our people. But such indemnities are tothe people affected, and not to the Italian
government, which feels that there is a
far greater question involved than anyfinancial return to Individuals. It is the
real and the permanefit remedy of havingthe federal laws of the United States to
give to Italian subjects the protection
guaranteed in our treaties that we desire,
and It is to this end that my exchange of
views is tending, rather than to- the pay-ment of special indemnities In special
cases. What the Italian government is
hopeful of seeing accomplished is a systemcovering all cases."

MRS. McKINLEY'S CHRISTMAS.
She Spent the Day Alone at Her Can-

ton Home.
CANTON, Ohio, December 25.-Mrs. Mc-

Kinley spent Christmas day alone at her
home. She was urged to join the Barber
family In their Christmas dinner at the
old Saxton homestead, but declined to do
so. She did not wish to be so forcibly re-
minded of the Christmas days of the past,
as she would be by such a dinner.
Mrs. McKinley's condition is as good, or

better than it has been since the tragedy.
Relatives who see her most of the time
state that she shows gradual improvement.
She remembered many of her friends withlittle Christmas presents today, and she £e
ceived flowers and presents from all over
the country.

'FRESCO ROAD SOLD.

Baltimore Syndicate Bays the Market
Street Railway Systema.

SAN FRANCISCO, December 25.-The
Market street railway system has practi-
cally changed hands, the Baltimore syndi-
cate, which has had an option on the prop-
erty, having paid the first installment on
the purchase price. It is understood that
extensive improvements in the. lines con-
nected with the system, which cover the
principal streets of the city, are contemn-
plated by the purchasers.

NEW. YORK PANmNR KILL.fen

Shot to eIath by' Ths'ee New., Saw.e

EUDSON,. N. Y., Daesese' 25.-Peter A.
Hatlenbeck, a well-known farmer in Co-
lumbia county, Whif alont in hi. house
last nigfit wa shot death by threa fu-
known men. The see wore afterward een
driving towrd nest station. Elevenshots *ere dred ate Hallenbek' body.The tarnmers have lately been annoyed by
poultry thieve., and It 1s thought the mur,
der was done by same of them.

DILIN'AILWAY TO -B 36B.
Frey eruebeMm a.oTgags 0s,U M~a.. ..g th

teie etaadsesm. 1eilinSs- the e-

FOR WORTHY. POOR
' ousands of Heat@ Made Glad Ths'

Chda

JOEEL TORK OF ALWI8 TEIPLE

Baskets of Provisions Sent Out
and a Concert for Children.

OTRER CHARITABLE WORIC
0

"The poor ye have always with you." At
no time In the year is this thought brought
to mind more forcibly than at the approach
of the holiday season. when gladness and
goagd cheer ought to pervade all homes. T
mect just such a contingency the various
charitable organizations of the Distric

have been working assiduously for manj
days to properly insure the destitute having
a merry Christmas. There has bern a
marked co-operation in this reppect among
the various charities that has been mot
praiseworthy. and the result is that on no
previous occasion have the poor been go
well provided for. The Associated Charn-
ties has been most active, and through its
agents have distributed supplies and gifts
that made glad many a formerly negl eted
hearthstone today.
These agents, many of whom did the work

voluntarily and without remunecation. have
patrolled the courts, alleys and tenements.
ferreting out destitute families that de-
served relie. Many pitiful stories are rew
lated by these agents of cases of destit ution
that they encountered in their rounds.
All were relieved, however, according to

the exigencies of each inaividual case.

Work of Alman Temaple.
The drill room of the National Rifles'

Armory on G street presented a scene of
animation from long before sunrise today
It has been the custom of the memberU
Almas Temple. Mystic Shrine, to displayl
their deeds of charity at Christmas time,
and this year was no exception.
Until long after midnight half a hundred

of the nobles worked with a will filling thq
baskets and getting everything in readi-
ness for today's distribution. Potentate
Frank K. Raymond was in charge of the
work. Frank A. Sebring looked after the
distribution of the tickets and Thomas .
Walker and E. H. Pillsbury' saw that the
baskets were di livered. George I. Walker
who has been p)atentate of Almas Templs
stood at the main door of the armory al
the forenoon and saw that no needy per-
son was turned away.
Covered With DasLets of Previins.
The entire floor of the drill room was

covered with baskets of provisions before
the work of delivering was commenced. I*'
the center of the room were two Christmas
trees loaded with presents and confections.
The whole scene reminded one of a cotton
field. Fjyery basket was filled to overflow-
ing. The contents of each basket werei
twenty pounds of flour, one pound of cote,
fee, one-half pound of tea, one quart 4A
beans, two pounds of hominy. one box
English plum pudding, a ham weigh
from six to ten pounds, one peck of tur-
nips and a loaf of fresh bread.Twenty or more wagons were backed mo
at the rear door of the armory when the
Shriners returned to their work this morqe
ing. There was little, If any, delay in geW
ting the baskets into the wagons and oft
to the homes, where they brought goo4
cheer. Quite a number of persons called
with their tickets and took the baskets
away with them.

Comeert fer Peer Children.
At 1 o'clock this afternoon Haley's Band

marched into the armory and took seats i
provided for it on the east side oftthe drill
room. A concert was given, lasing until
after 4 o'clock. This was provided for the
pleasure of the poor children of the city.
Hundreds of little men and women flocked
to the armory, listened to the musc-t an
were given candy and nuts. Three tons o
candy were distributed by the Shriners.
There were 1. O) pairs of stockings filled
wth sweetmeats. and when these were ex-
hausted 1.5(00 boxes of the same were giveS
out. The little folks enjoyed the treat
hugely, and their childish prattle wa
enough in itself to repay the big-hearte
men of Almas Temple, who had worked 0e
hard ta make the occasion a success.
GeneTal George H. Harries of the Wash-

ington Traction Company contributed 40
street car tickets and Glover & Hyde of the
Columbia Traction Company 500 tickets,
and these were distributed among those
who needed transportation.

Central Union Missto.
The day at the Central Union Mission

was one of good cheer. At 10 o'clock ser.
vices were held in the auditorium. 0. 3,
Brown, chairman of the board of directors,
presided. There was good singing. A bun-
dred men from the streets sought refugs
there and seemed to appreciate the gospel
words that were told. Just before the clos0
of the service Mr. Brown said that the
board of directors had decided to give
little token of money to the employeesha
had been so faithful through the yearan
had contributed so much to place the mis-
sion on a sure foundation.
--To carry on this work for the Lord it

requires a great many workers and there Is
msuch work to be done." he maid. "Therk
is work, both manual and mental to he
done. Christ brought good will to men.
We are our brother's keeper. Those who
have been reached by the spirit et the Lord
Jesus know this as none other can. '11h6
board has watched with pleasure the Mdet.
ity of those who have' worked se hard ta
the mission. We rilse that we are o
on a common platform. We yant to i
writhHim and in harmony with each other.
Mr. J. C. Pratt, the treasurer, after eh

plaining that the mooney had been contrIlle
sted as a free will oftering from the Chre
tia churches of the city. called o
names of the employee and eachwa
ed an envelope.
Every person who desiked oe warn givs

a tickeot which entitted him to a beatifa
Christamas danse.

Snlvmtien LAsi.-
The Salvation army, as has bass the ee'
tom for years looked after a great man
aeedy fosntles in th siaty. 'The sslm
bave been working almost day dad mi
dring the past month to- aeasma-uc goodeas poamtham Nearty-

f provisions were seat est to asey sies, and k. esimated tht et
perna wti be benaetna
articles of elothing were aese

hone with gremeres to be seat te the

ra'so h hrn


